State intervention in medical care: types, trends and variables.
This article attempts to develop some of the basic elements for a theory of state intervention in medical care. First, a typology of state intervention is proposed based on two dimensions: the form of state control over the production of medical services and the basis for eligibility of the population. The resulting twelve types provide a means of describing national patterns of state intervention at a given point in time. Next, in order to analyse the changing patterns of state intervention in medical care over time, changes in state control and population coverage are used to construct three hypothetical 'paths' of state intervention, which may serve to depict broad historical trends in major groups of countries. In the final section, several variables are analysed according to their expected effect on the patterns of convergence and divergence in the form and degree of state intervention between countries. This cross-national comparative perspective is offered as a strategy for building a theory capable of explaining state intervention, a process that, to a large extent, informs the medical experience of today.